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The Institute is a paradise for science
“ Fundamental

research is the cornerstone of so much
of contemporary science and society. IHES provides
mathematicians and physicists with a place where they can
dedicate themselves to their research activities.
Quite simply, the Institute is a paradise for science. Located on
the outskirts of Paris, scholars are at total liberty to explore new
ideas in an environment that combines beautiful surroundings
with optimal work spaces. Recognized as one of the finest
institutions of its kind in the world, IHES is able to attract the
very best visiting academics.
Investing in the future to remain in the Avant-Garde of science is
vital and the Friends of IHES in the United States and beyond will
continue to support this vital cause. ”
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The story of the creation of
IHES leads straight to the USA:
Léon Motchane, its founder,
took his inspiration from
Robert Oppeinheimer who
supported his idea of creating
in Europe a new research
center mirroring that of the
Institute for Advanced Study
in Princeton.

IHES, a unique model

IHES is a private and not-for-profit advanced research institute in mathematics, theoretical physics and all
related sciences, founded in 1958 in France. The Institute offers exceptional scientists a place where they
can devote themselves entirely to their research. At the heart of the IHES community are the Institute’s
Permanent Professors, first-rate scientists appointed for life, around whom revolves a larger group of
around 200 visiting researchers each year.
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My vision of an exciting future for IHES
From the recruitment of Grothendieck at the foundation of
IHES, to the recent creation of post-doc positions, IHES is about
outstanding personalities rather than predefined outcomes.
By investing in the right people and giving them the complete
freedom to follow their curiosity, we believe IHES will continue
to play a key part in adding to the sum of worldwide knowledge.
Our campus is exceptional but we must reexamine the logic
of the space: upgrade our office capacity with the increase in
the number of researchers and events, invest more in common
spaces and engage in a more sustainable renovation.
Endowing IHES to secure its financial future is critical, now
more than ever. We must make further progress towards
independence.
This campaign, the third in the history of IHES, has a partnerships
and fundraising goal of $60 million. I am committed to fully
realizing that objective and invite you, our community all
accross the world, to join our new campaign:

“IHES, at the Avant-Garde of Science”

Mathematician & Director of IHES
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$6 million

Help us build a place that reflects
our ambitions

Le Bois-Marie
The “Bois-Marie” site is home to both scientific research and the support services that
make that work possible. Facilities include individual offices, meeting rooms, a library,
lecture halls and a scientific secretary. The Institute must invest to continue to offer an
optimal research environment.

L’Ormaille

Paris-Saclay University is ranked:
#1 worldwide in mathematics
#14 worldwide globally

With 50 units to host visiting professors, as well as
their families, from all over the world, the residence
“l’Ormaille” is a fundamental asset for IHES that
needs to be preserved for decades to come.

in Shanghai Jiao Tong’s Academic Ranking of World Universities (2020)

PEOPLE

PLACE

$30 million

Support scientists that transcend the boundaries
of understanding
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Supporting the Permanent Professors

Reinforcing the visiting program

The Institute’s permanent professors
constitute the Institute’s DNA. Our aim is to
raise the number of positions from 6 to 8, an
unprecedented increase since the 1970’s.

The Institute’s model relies on
welcoming researchers from around
the world who enjoy a visit entirely
dedicated to science and collaboration.

Providing early-career opportunities

Hiring postdocs

IHES wants to create Junior Positions in
order to recruit top‑level, very promising,
young researchers.

Increasing the number of post‑doctoral
positions remains a priority of IHES’
scientific program.

Creating more Triennial Chairs

Aiming for diversity

Triennial Chairs allow for longer visits
over a 3‑year period to favor long‑lasting
collaborations.

Diversity is one of the main goals of
IHES. Our ethical charter sets the
guidelines to progress on that aspect.

IHES, at the Avant-Garde of Science

PERPETUITY

$24 million

Invest in the future of scientific research
Endowment
Only by securing its long-term future will the Institute
succeed in realizing its full potential and flourish. Endowments
currently finance 18% of the operational budget, a very
significant proportion in the French context, but IHES is
determined to go further in its quest for independence.
Friends of IHES is fully involved in this strategy and intends to
set up an endowment in the US to that end.
IHES, at the Avant-Garde of Science
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impact stories
The Nokia Bell Labs Fund

N

okia Bell Labs joined IHES’ Campaign
in late 2017 by endowing a fund for
mathematical research. This partnership for
excellence enables visiting professors from
all over the world to visit IHES and exchange
ideas with their peers.
Emmanuel Ullmo said: “The Institute
welcomes links with the corporate world and
the support of Nokia Bell Labs is a perfect
demonstration of the continuum between
fundamental and applied research.”
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“Today at Bell Labs, we are thinking and building
the digital platforms of tomorrow, those that will
link the physical world to the virtual world, those
that will hopefully contribute to the harmonious
development of the world. But we know that we
must keep the long timescale, the serenity, the
curiosity and the freedom that prevail in any great
discovery. And this is undoubtedly what guided us in
our partnership with IHES.”
Jean-Luc Beylat,
Nokia Bell Labs France President

The Marwan and Alix Lahoud Building
he Institute unveiled the Marwan and
Alix Lahoud Building during IHES’ 60th
Anniversary in 2018. The support of Marwan
Lahoud, Chairman of IHES, and his wife Alix,
after whom the building is named, has been
particularly significant in the completion of
the project.
Until then the steady increase in scientific
research activity over the last 35 years
has not been matched by a growth in the
Institute’s office space. The 350 sq m Alix
and Marwan Lahoud Building provides a
much needed and welcoming environment
for permanent professors, post-doc
Fellows, and visiting professors, comprising
13 offices and one common space.
The Alix and Marwan Lahoud Building
was inaugurated in November 2018 in the
presence of the French Minister of Higher
Education, Research and Innovation.
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“My wife and I are convinced
that the mission of IHES must be
sustained, and we are proud
that our names are now associated
with the Institute’s excellence.”
Marwan Lahoud,
Chairman of IHES

© Ville de Bures-sur-Yvette
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The Alexzandria Figueroa and
Robert Penner Chair

T

riennial Chairs enable IHES to attract eminent
scholars of international reputation for extended
periods of research at the Institute. They enjoy
total freedom to follow their curiosity in an optimal
environment for creativity and debates.
Funded in 2018, the Alexzandria Figueroa and Robert
Penner Chair is the first endowed Chair supported by a
visiting professor, mathematician Robert Penner, who
pays tribute to his partner through the Chair endowed
in their names.

“I am a great believer in the
Institute’s mission and am
pleased to have associated our
names with IHES.”
Robert Penner,
Mathemacian

IHES, at the Avant-Garde of Science
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FRIENDS OF IHES AND IHES

warmly thank the organizations and individuals that are
already committed to the “IHES, at the Avant-Garde of Science” Campaign

© BFA

"IHES is about much more than math. It is about great minds
pushing the frontiers, about people who help us understand
the abstract of our everyday life. The Institute has always
been of outstanding quality and it is thus a pleasure for us to
support this Campaign."
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Anne de Louvigny
Member
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Mark Howard
Treasurer

Michael R. Douglas
Chairman and President

Nikita Nekrasov
Member

b o d y

Alexandra Lauvaux
Secretary

Raphael Douady
Member
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View full list of the Campaign donors on
Friends of IHES and IHES websites

g o v e r n i n g

© The Garden Center

€25,000 - €49,999
Jean-Claude Trichet
Amadeis
Alan & Katherine Stroock Fund
Crédit Agricole Ile-De-France Mécénat
Eric Chaney
€250,000 - €499,999
Google France
Margaret and William R. Hearst III Foundation
Pierre Deligne
Robert Penner
BRISTOL Assurances SA
Nokia - Bell Labs
Mikhail Grinberg
€100,000 - €249,999
Messier Maris & Associés
Klaus Tschira Foundation
ADL Partner
Florence & David Faucon
Barbara Amonson & Vincent Della Pietra
IBM
Institut Pierre Lamoure
€1,000,000 - €4,999,999
BNP Paribas
Alix & Marwan Lahoud
Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations

Friends of IHES, Inc. is a charitable 501 (c) (3) organization created in 1999.
Its primary goals are to increase the visibility of IHES in the United States,
coordinate a network of current and former American visiting researchers to
the Institute, and raise funds for IHES.
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€5,000,000 - €9,999,999
Huawei Technologies France

€10,000 - €24,999
Michael R. Douglas
Patrick Sireta
RAFAULT
Philippe Lagayette
Pierre J. Martin
Pierre Masai
Nicolas Poitevin
Odile Jacob
Flora Family Foundation
K. C. Wong Education Foundation
Bank of America Meryll Lynch
Ambassade de France au Japon
Jean-Pierre Serre
Eleanor Gimon
Christophe Morin
Gilles Pisier
Maxim Kontsevich

© Vlada Krasilnikova

€50,000 - €99,999
Philippe Camus
Société Générale
Groupe Airbus
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> €10,000,000
Simons Foundation

John Terilla
Member

Daniel Totouom-Tangho
Member

Sergiu Klainerman
Member

Emmanuel Ullmo
Ex Officio

more information: info@friendsofihes.org
or contact Claire Lenz, Director of development and communications:
claire.lenz@ihes.fr

Marilyn and Jim Simons
The Simons Foundation
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Support the advancement
of research and join

IHES,
at th e

A va n t - G a r d e
o f Sci ence

F r ie n d s of I HE S , I n c

Greeley Square Station, PO Box 20163
New York, NY 10001
Find us on Twitter @Friendsofihes and follow IHES on social media:

